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622 Gives! 
Schools give back during the holiday season 
Students and staff in School District 622 gave back this holiday season. From collecting toys to serving others, District 
students and staff found ways to make a difference and gave back to those in need. Below are just some examples: 
 
• Students from Tartan High School’s Student Council, in collaboration with the Oakdale Area Chamber of Commerce 

(OACC), teamed up for the annual Holiday Helping Hands program. In total, they helped 82 families, including 103 
adults and 230 children. Tartan classes volunteered to sponsor 23 of these families, which meant that Tartan alone 
provided assistance to 59 kids in the area. Volunteers, both from OACC and Tartan’s Student Council, delivered the 
presents that were donated from the sponsors, to the families in their homes. 
 

• For the 18th year, North High School once again held their annual “Yeah for Toys” campaign. Organized by the 
National Honor Society students, the entire school raised over $3,000 for gifts and food benefiting over 49 people this 
holiday season. With the donated money, students shopped, wrapped and delivered gifts to FamilyWise, a local 
nonprofit organization, and families in the 622 community.   

 
• The Richardson Elementary 5th Grade Leadership Council organized a gently used toy drive, which collected 1,700 

toys for the North St. Paul Toy Shelf. The group dropped off the donation prior to the holidays.  
 
• District Education Center staff members collected donations and food items for the North St. Paul Area Food Shelf. 

The staff donated $416 in cash as well as four carloads chock full of food items and toiletries. 
 
• Weaver Elementary 4th graders collected over 400 items of food, toiletries, and household items to send to the 

victims of Hurricane Michael. 
 
• The Next Step Transition Program collected travel sized personal care items including one bag donated by 

BakkenWood Hair Studio in North St. Paul.  In total, three boxes filled with combs, shampoo, hair products, toothpaste, 
toothbrushes, tissue, and soap were donated to the North St. Paul Food Shelf. In addition, students at The Next Step 
are partnering with Shoe Away Hunger again this year. So far, the students have collected 1,095 pairs of shoes. For 
every pair of shoes donated, Shoe Away Hunger can feed one person with essential groceries for one week. Shoe 
donations will be accepted through Earth Day 2019, which is Monday, April 22. 

 
• Cowern Elementary staff raised enough money to give holiday meals to 16 of our families. The meals included a ham, 

pie, and several side dishes. In addition, Cowern's Parent Teacher Group, worked with students to make dozens of 
holiday cards and then they went to Polar Ridge Senior Living Center and helped students pass out the cards to their 
residents. The Cowern 5th grade choir caroled around North St. Paul (including Polar Ridge and the fire station) 
spreading holiday cheer to residents and community officials.  

 
• John Glenn Middle School staff, Cross Lutheran Church, Holiday Helping Hands, and Cottage Grove United Church 

of Christ came together to adopt/assist 34 John Glenn families with gifts and gift cards during the holiday season. 
 
• Skyview Middle School’s 7th Grade AVID class raised $104 for the North St Paul Food Shelf on Friday, Dec. 21.   
 
• Maplewood Middle School staff continued with their annual tradition of assisting Maplewood families through the 

“Holiday Helping Hands” program. Maplewood staff also provided gifts for an additional three families in need. 
 
• Carver Elementary was able to help 10 families through a partnership with Lutheran Church of Peace. It included two 

gifts per child, gas gift cards for the family, and a Cub Foods gift certificate for the parents/guardians. In addition, a 
Carver staff member adopted a Carver family for the holidays. Five Carver families received a Christmas dinner 
through Keys Cafe in Woodbury. This was made possible through a partnership with The Insurance Place and Kirk 
Possehl.   

 
 



Upcoming Events 
SPARC (Schools, Parents & Resources Connecting) meets on January 7, 2019 
 
School District 622, in partnership with PrairieCare, is offering a free educational 
workshop for anyone interested in the topic of Mental Health & the LGBTQ+ Community. 
The workshop will be held on Monday, January 7 from 6:30–8:00 p.m. at the District 
Education Center, 2520 E. 12th Avenue, North St. Paul. 
 
Learn about the issues facing LGBTQ+ students and how you can support them as 
parents, family members, teachers, mental health professionals, and community 
members. Laurie Moser is the Director of Day Treatment at POR: Emotional Wellness. 
She has worked in the Mental Health field, specializing in children and teens for 30 
years. Last year POR started the first of its kind LGBTQ+ Day Treatment in MN. They 
have created a unique Day Treatment to address the daily occurrence of bullying, 
trauma and mental health issues faced by LGBTQ+ teens. 
 
The program aims to treat youth ages 13 to18 who are experiencing difficulty in managing emotional health related to 
depression, anxiety and PTSD (as well as other issues) in order to improve personal functioning in the home, school, and 
community. The focus of our interventions are to increase self-esteem and acceptance of self, stabilization of emotional 
health functioning. 
 
These sessions are free and open to all parents, caregivers and interested community members. Certificates of 
attendance are available. If you have any questions, contact Diane Peterson, District 622 Social Worker, 
at dpeterson@isd622.org or 651-748-6765 or Marilyn Galloway, PrairieCare, at 952-913-7288. Childcare is available for 
free, but you must preregister with Diane. 
 
 
Community Invited to Attend Facility Input Meeting 
 
The next Community Input Session will be held Monday, January 14, from 6:30–8:00 pm 
at the District Education Center, 2520 East 12th Avenue, North St. Paul.  
 
On December 13 and 17, District 622 hosted community sessions to learn about 
proposed ideas for Phase II of our long-term facilities plan. Attendees were able to 
provide feedback about the possibilities ahead. 
 
Childcare will be available for children aged three (3) and up. Please email 
thagen@isd622.org to register for childcare. 
 
 
 
Minnesota Student Survey - info for parents of students in grades 5, 8, 9 & 11 
 

District 622 is asking students in grades 5, 8, 9 and 11 to participate in the 2019 
Minnesota Student Survey (MSS). Federal law requires us to notify parents of this school 
activity. The MSS is conducted in schools across our state every three years. 

Questions on the survey are about many topics relating to young people’s lives. The 
survey asks about how well school is going, future plans, out-of-school activities, physical 
and mental health, relationships, substance use and more. High school students are 
asked about sexual behavior. This useful information about their thoughts and behaviors 
helps communities and schools develop effective programs and provide better services. 

The Minnesota Student Survey (MSS) will be administered through March 15, 2019. 

You have the right to review a copy of the survey. For more details or if you have questions about the survey, please 
contact Khrisslyn Goodman, kgoodman@isd622.org, 651 748-7474. 

This survey is anonymous. To prevent individuals or families from being identified, students do not provide their names, 
student identification numbers or other personal information. This survey is voluntary. 
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In the News 
North graduate highlighted in Netflix series 
Former North student Thomas Rasmussen (’03 graduate) is highlighted in the Netflix series, Medal of Honor, Episode 2: 
“Clint Romesha”. Rasmussen’s platoon endured an attack on their post in Afghanistan and eight of his fellow platoon 
members lost their lives. 
 
Former Tartan student in the news 
Tou Xiong (‘08 Tartan graduate) will be representing Minnesota's state house district 53A, where Tartan is located. 
 
Recently, he was part of an interview on KARE 11. Click here for the story.  
 
Tartan grad and former 622 teacher sews weighted blankets for those needing peace and comfort 
Recently, Tartan teacher and graduate Ann (Schultz) Gerding was featured on KARE 11 for work she and her mom to do 
produce weighted blankets for individuals with insomnia, autism, and/or ADHD. These blankets are also used in 
classroom and therapy settings. Click this link to access the story. 
 
 
Points of Pride 
Congratulations to the 916 Students of the Month Mandy Bachmann (Auto Dismantling), Abbey Tiffany (Law 
Enforcement), and Warda Dalal (Medical Careers)! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

         Mandy Bachmann                                             Abbey Tiffany                                                   Warda Dalal 
 
 

 
Congratulations to Ms. Uel of Richardson Elementary, who was nominated and won 
the Minnesota Substitute Teacher of the Month Award for December! She loves 
coming to Richardson and her hard work and dedication are appreciated. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.kare11.com/article/news/history-comes-to-mn-house-as-5-hmong-americans-take-the-oath/89-08de3c27-bb7c-4080-b2bf-643970d899dc#622Proud
https://www.kare11.com/article/news/are-weighted-blankets-worth-the-money/89-4b477a8a-ada1-403b-b14f-65cf4a5dcaff
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John Glenn Middle School students in Ms. Chapman's class 
volunteered at Feed My Starving Children. They did an 
amazing job and enjoyed giving back to the community. 
Students had fun and even squeezed in some laughing and 
dancing! 

Right: Students and staff at Skyview Middle 
School participated in a multilingual greeting 
prior to Winter Break. Over 15 different 
languages were represented. 

Outgoing School Board member Amy Coborn was recognized 
at the December 18 school board meeting for her eight years 
of service to District 622.  

Left: Staff members from Maplewood Middle 
School were recognized for the swift actions 
when a student was showing signs of distress 
in the pool area. Because of their excellent 
teamwork; expertise with medical procedures; 
and their quick and accurate thinking, the 
student survived this major medical incident. 
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Fire and Ice Family Festival 
Join us for ice skating, hot chocolate, a tour of the new Hause Park building, and one massive 
bonfire. All are welcome to attend! Hosted by North St. Paul Parks and Recreation in partnership 
with District 622 Community Education. 

Friday, January 4 
5:00-8:00 pm 
Hause Park, 2250 Charles St. N, North St. Paul 
Free 

 

After School Enrichment 
Our winter session for elementary students begins next week! Topics include clay, basketball, 
drawing, video game coding, drawing, golf, Spanish, and American Sign Language. Reduced 
fees are available to those who qualify for free and reduced meals.  
Visit our registration website to see what’s happening at your school.  
 
 

 

Swim Lessons  
Our winter session begins January 12. We offer swim lessons for all ages and abilities—in a 
group or private format. Classes are filling quickly—register today!  
Register online or call 651-748-7442. 

 
 

 

Afton Alps Field Trip 
Middle School students in grades 6-8 are invited to join us for a day on the slopes on Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day. The class fee includes a lift ticket, ski rental, introductory lesson and 
transportation to and from the park. Please bring a lunch. 

 Monday, January 21 
 8:00 am-3:00 pm 
 Drop-off and pick-up at Maplewood Middle School 
      Register online or call 651-748-7442 
      $35 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Please direct your questions or comments to feedback@isd622.org 
To unsubscribe, send an e-mail message to 622e-news+unsubscribe@isd622.org  

with the following in the body of the message: unsubscribe 622e-news 
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